
 
 

Analysis of Emergency Response Towing Vessel – Scope of Work 

Background: RCW 88.46.2501 requires analysis of an emergency response towing vessel  
RCW 88.46.250 Subsection 2 states:  
Utilizing the model pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, the department must 
quantitatively assess whether an emergency response towing vessel serving Haro Strait, 
Boundary Pass, Rosario Strait, and connected navigable waterways will reduce oil spill risk. The 
department must report its findings to the legislature by September 1, 2023. 

 
RCW 88.46.250 Subsection 1 states: 
The department must develop and maintain a model to quantitatively assess current and 
potential future risks of oil spills from covered vessels in Washington waters, as it conducts 
ongoing oil spill risk assessments. The department must consult with the United States coast 
guard, potentially affected federally recognized Indian treaty fishing tribes, other federally 
recognized treaty tribes with potentially affected interests, and stakeholders to: Determine 
model assumptions; develop scenarios to show the likely impacts of changes to model 
assumptions, including potential changes in vessel traffic, commodities transported, and vessel 
safety and risk reduction measures; and update the model periodically.   

 

Analysis Objective 
The analysis objective is to quantitatively assess whether an emergency response towing vessel serving 
Haro Strait, Boundary Pass, Rosario Strait and connected navigable waterways will reduce oil spill risk 
from covered vessels.   

Research Questions  

 How is oil spill risk distributed geographically in the study area? How does an ERTV serving 
the study area change this risk distribution?  

 How is oil spill risk distributed across covered vessel types? How does an ERTV serving the 
study area change this distribution? 

 How do the following variables change these distributions? 
o ERTV stationing locations 
o Levels of vessel traffic 
o Tank vessel escort scenarios 

 What qualitative impacts do different ERTV characteristics have on oil spill risk?  

Outreach 
Ecology will consult with tribes and stakeholders and conduct outreach activities throughout the project 
to include a mixture of webinars, informational briefings, technical discussions, and informal discussions. 

Deliverable  
Ecology will report findings to the legislature by September 1, 2023. 

                                                           
1 WA Rev. Code § 88.46.250 (2019) https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=88.46.250 


